
Fact Sheet #20

Dogwood
Anthracnose

Portland 503-722-7267  (503-72ARBOR)
Vancouver (360) 693-6056

Fax 503-723-5531

www.collierarbor.com
info@collierarbor.com

Collier Arbor Care is here to assist you with your
tree, shrub and lawn care needs. If you would like
more information on any of our services listed
below, please give us a call or visit our website 
for valuable plant information.

Plant Health Care Programs
Targeted Insect & Disease Treatments
Pruning Trees & Shrubs
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding
Organic-based Lawn Care
Tree & Shrub Fertilization
Soil Treatments
Hazard Tree Analysis
Landscape Weed Control
Consulting & Diagnosis

We’re Here to Help
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Above: Leaf blotch symptoms caused by
Dogwood Anthracnose



Fact Sheet #20

Dogwood Anthracnose
Plants Affected

Dogwood anthracnose can affect all flowering
dogwood species. The following list is presented
in most susceptible to least susceptible: Pacific
dogwood (Cornus nuttalii), flowering dogwood
(Cornus florida). Kousa dogwood (Cornus kousa)
is considered resistant.

Symptoms/Damage
Leaves
The most common symptoms are large, brown,
irregular shaped blotches with dark brown to pur-
ple margins on the leaves. Infection often takes
place at the tip, spreading down the midvein, pro-
ducing a wedge shaped appearance. Infected
leaves commonly drop before fall, sometimes
defoliating the tree.  
Twigs
Infected twigs have sunken spots that are tan to
brown with purple borders. The spots will even-
tually enlarge and girdle the twig, resulting in
twig dieback.

Life Cycle 
The disease overwinters on dead twigs on the
tree, and leaves and twigs on the ground. The dis-
eased leaves discharge thousands of spores into
the air that cause infection. Infection occurs in
spring on succulent new leaves and stems during
wet, mild weather.  

Management
Cultural
• Plant disease resistant Kousa 

dogwoods.
• Prune and destroy all infected

twigs, rake and destroy fallen
leaves throughout the year.

• Thin the tree canopy for better air
circulation.

Organic
• Copper can be applied as an effec-

tive fungicide following the same directions
for chemical treatment below.

Chemical
• Three to four applications of an approved 

fungicide starting at bud break until 
dry weather.

• Dormant treatments
in the fall will 
help reduce overwin-
tering spores.

Above: Pink Dogwood leaf displaying early 
symptoms of Anthracnose

Below: The Kousa Dogwood is disease resistant

We are recognized by our customers and by horticulture professionals for
knowledge, experience, trusted advice, and the highest standards of work-
manship. The continuing education of our staff brings the most up-to-
date knowledge and industry techniques to your landscape. 

Collier Arbor Care is a homegrown, second-generation family-owned business. We’ve been around since 1937.


